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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FLEISCHMANN). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 29, 2012. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable CHARLES J. 
FLEISCHMANN to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a bill of the 
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 1998. An act to obtain an unqualified 
audit opinion, and improve financial ac-
countability and management at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall 
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 
in the Republican Conference, I ac-
knowledged that five marines and one 
soldier from my district, the Third Dis-
trict of North Carolina, had been killed 
in Afghanistan by the Afghans they 
were training. This, to me, just does 
not make any sense at all as to why we 
stay in Afghanistan. 

I also shared with the Conference an 
email I got from the former Com-
mandant of the United States Marine 
Corps, who has actually been my ad-
viser on Afghanistan for 3 years. I said, 
Mr. Commandant, why do we stand by 
and see our American soldiers, Ma-
rines, killed by those people we’re 
training? I said, Mr. Commandant, how 
many more have to die, killed at the 
hands of the people they’re trying to 
help? 

And I read this from the Com-
mandant: 

At the end of the day, I am more convinced 
than ever that we need to get out of Afghani-
stan. When our friends turn out to be our 
enemy, it is time to pull the plug. The idea 
that troops we have trained and equipped 
now turn that training and equipment on us 
is simply unconscionable. Whether we leave 
tomorrow or 1,000 tomorrows from now, 
nothing will really change. We are now noth-
ing more than a recruiting poster for every 
malcontent in the Middle East. We need to 
wake up. 

I read that yesterday in the Con-
ference, Mr. Speaker. I want my party 
and the Democratic party to wake up 
and get our troops home. 

Mr. Speaker, recently on CNN’s Reli-
able Sources with Howard Kurtz, a 
well-known journalist, Tom Ricks, 
made the following statement: 

We, as a Nation, seem to care more about 
the sex lives of our generals than the real 
lives of our soldiers. 

Mr. Ricks went on to say that prob-
ably no one knew who Sergeant Chan-
ning Hicks and Specialist Joseph Rich-
ardson were. They were two Americans 
killed in Afghanistan the Friday before 
Ricks was interviewed. The media will 

not print those names, but almost ev-
eryone in the country knows Paula 
Broadwell. That’s such a tragedy, Mr. 
Speaker, that our troops are dying in 
Afghanistan, and we’re writing about 
generals having relationships outside 
of a marriage. It makes no sense. 

We lost 32 Americans in October and 
November. I want to know, where is 
the outrage here in Congress? Why are 
we spending money we don’t have? Why 
are our troops dying, and yet we just 
seem to go on and on talking about the 
fiscal cliff? Well, I know that’s impor-
tant. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for Congress 
to realize that we are having young 
men and women die in Afghanistan for 
a failed policy that will not change one 
thing. 

Mr. Speaker, before closing, I make 
reference to this poster of a young 
American in a casket being carried by 
his colleagues to be buried. Please, 
American people, put pressure on Con-
gress to bring our troops home now and 
not wait until December 2014. 

I ask God to please bless our men and 
women in uniform, to please bless the 
families of those who’ve lost loved ones 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. I ask God to 
please bless the United States of Amer-
ica. And please, God, help us get our 
troops home now and not later. 

f 

HOW BIG IS YOUR FEMA? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
Mitt Romney weathered a storm of 
criticism late in the campaign after 
Hurricane Sandy for his earlier com-
ments about privatizing FEMA and 
turning responsibility back to State 
and local governments. But during an 
era of fiscal restraint and global warm-
ing, it’s high time that we start this 
conversation in earnest. How big do 
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